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PLEASE NOTE: 
 

THE LAST DAY OF  
 

SUMMER  TERM 
 

FOR PUPILS WILL BE  
 

TUESDAY  
 

18 JULY  2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PUPILS RETURN TO  
 

SCHOOL AFTER THE  
 

SUMMER HOLIDAYS  
 

ON  THURSDAY  
 

7 SEPTEMBER 2017  
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is with a mixture of pride and sadness that I write the introduction 
to my final school newsletter. 
 
I have enjoyed the most wonderful career at Trinity School. I 
have  worked alongside staff, Governors, pupils and families who have 
been remarkable in their support of my headship. I express my deepest 
thanks to all who have made Trinity such a special place to work and 
lead. No words will ever be enough to convey my feelings. 
 
Thank you to all those families who have been so generous in their 
cards and gifts and warm farewells. 
 
I give you a final thank you and goodbye, it has been an honour.  May 
God bless you all. 
 
Peter McPartland OBE 
Headteacher 
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SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
 
 
Summer Holidays 2017 
 
Wednesday 19 July  -  
Wednesday 6 September 2017
(Inclusive) 
 
Autumn Half Term 2017 
 
Monday 23 October – 
Friday 27 October 2017
(Inclusive) 
 
Christmas Holidays 2017 
 
Thursday 21 December 2017- 
Tuesday 2 January 2018 
(Inclusive) 
 
Spring Half-Term 2018 
 
Monday 12 February - 
Friday 16 February 2018 
 

 
FOR FURTHER TERM 

DATES AND HOLIDAYS - 
PLESE REFER TO THE 

TRINITY SCHOOL  
WEBSITE: 

 
www.trinityschooldagenham. 

org.uk 

 
It is nearly time for the long summer break. The weather has been kind to 
us so far. This has meant that the Lower School pupils have been able to 
access a range of teaching opportunities outside of the classroom to  
extend their experiences and enhance their learning. We have developed 
the outdoor classroom to include some sensory plant beds with bright  
coloured flowers to see, grasses to feel and herbs to smell. The  
Wilderness Garden with its storytelling chair and toadstools has been well 
used to share our topic books and the trim trail remains a firm favourite 
with our more lively pupils.  
 
Since the last report, pupils in Lower School have also been involved in a 
wide range of exciting extra-curricular activities to enhance their learning 
and promote social skills and develop British values: 

 
- Eight classes have visited Jolly Jungles and Timbuk2 to develop their  
physical and social skills. 
- One PMLD class has had several linked visits with students from the FEC 
including an Easter Egg Hunt and sharing lunch. 
- All of the lower phase participated in a whole school ‘Pyjama Day’ to 
raise money for a local hospice. We thank families for being so  
supportive and imaginative when sending pupils in dressed for the        
occasion! 
- Four classes worked on a singing project during their music lessons and 
then went to join in an interactive performance of “The Chimpanzees of 
Happy Town” at the Broadway Theatre in Barking. This was a really  
successful venture and one which we hope to repeat in the future. 
- We had two Sports Days this summer to cater for the variety of needs of 
our pupils whilst allowing them the chance to compete in a friendly way 
with their peers. 
- Oily Cart who came on site for a whole week and a number of Lower 
School pupils were fortunate to be given the opportunity to experience 
“Mirror” – a multi-sensory immersive experience in the Sports Hall. 

The whole of the lower phase was also involved in a number of events 
onsite including: 
 
- Two music concerts performed by the Borough Staff band and by a  
visiting jazz band. Live music is always very popular with our pupils and 
evokes a complex range of responses and opportunities for communication 
which cannot be matched in the classroom. 
- World Book Day focusing on Chinese New Year stories. 
- National Story-telling week was again supported well by our families 
with pupils coming into school dressed as a character from their favourite 
story. A wonderful way to immerse our pupils in the experience of reading 
and sharing books with others. 
- Our spring sensory experience day focused on the sights, sounds and 
smells of Easter and was received well, particularly by our pupils with 
more complex needs. 

Lower School 

SCHOOL 

MEALS 

 

 

 

 

Just a reminder that  

the price of a  school 

lunch is now £2.30  

per day 
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- Colourscape – a light and colour landscape which took over the school 
field for 3 days,  allowing pupils to explore huge sensory pods whilst  
handling and playing a wonderful range of unusual musical instruments 
from across the world.  
- Fifteen pupils took part in an Aquatics Festival in the school pool – 
demonstrating the skills they have acquired over the year during their 
weekly lessons. 

 
We would like to thank all the parents and 
family members who attended our Lower 
School Prizegiving this year – we think we 
had our highest attendance ever at the end 
of June. Pupils were presented with their 
certificates for achievement over the year 
by Peter McPartland as one of his last  
duties before he retires at the end of this 
term. We will be saying a special farewell 
to him at our final assembly on the 18th 

July and will take this opportunity to wish him all the best for his  
retirement! 
 
Before the end of term, we are going to very busy still as we also have: 
 
- A visit from the London Children’s Ballet who will be performing for us 
in the Sports Hall. 
- Bonnie the Bubble Lady who provides a science based experience in the 
training suite including actually putting pupils inside a huge bubble! 
- The Lower School Trinity Showcase – our version of Britain’s Got Talent, 
where pupils can sing, dance, tell jokes, play an instrument or do      
whatever they feel is their talent, whilst a group of very tough judges 
look on! 
 
In September, we will be welcoming 19 new pupils into Lower School so 
have been very busy completing visits to different settings and meeting 
families in their homes to be ready to receive them on our first day back. 
It will mean a lot of change for some of our current pupils and staff – but 
we are keen to meet them all and make them feel part of the Trinity  
family! 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff in Lower School 
for their enthusiasm and commitment to the pupils of Trinity in providing 
an outstanding provision where children are safe, confident and ready to 
learn – and have fun at the same time!  
 
I wish them, the pupils and their families a happy summer holiday and 
look forward to seeing them all again in September!  
 

Abby Town, Veronica Jackson, Lucy Foster &  Sandra Lee -  
Lower School Managers      
 
 

                      
The phase have had a very busy Summer term with some students having 
lots of opportunities to take part in events both off-site and within the 
school. A highlight of the term has been Prize giving day and the Summer 
School concert. It was great to see so many students receive their  
certificates. 
 
 
 
 

If your child is 

absent, you must let 

the school know on 

the first day of 

absence before 

9.15am giving the 

reason e.g. illness, 

appointments etc.   

All absences 

without a known 

reason will be 

followed up with a 

call by the school 

office. 

If we are unable to 

make contact, we 

will make a 

decision to call 

Social Care to 

ensure that your 

child is safe. 

 

PUPIL 

ABSENCE 

Middle  School 
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Our weekly Tuesday morning visits to Elhap have continued, with most  
students within the phase having the chance to experience a large  
adventure playground designed for young people with special educational 
needs.  
 
This term we had a World War Two theme day where many students  
enjoyed a victory party.  They experienced tasting World War Two foods 
and listening to music from that era. 
 
This term, students had the opportunity to experience Colourscape and Oily 
Cart. In Colourscape the students enjoyed exploring a colourful tent where 
they had the chance to play a range of different instruments in different 
coloured chambers. Oily Cart gave students the opportunity to take part in 
a sensory pamper themed salon. The students interacted with a range of 
different resources and explored different types of textures such as sand 
and water.   
 
All of Middle Phase staff would like to wish you all a happy and safe  
Summer holiday. 
 

Chris Komodromos , Jan Fisher-Sibbons  & Natasha Bridger 
Middle School  Management Team 

As we come to the end of another very busy school year, Upper School and 
the FEC would like to share some of the exciting highlights from the  
summer term and events that have taken place throughout the year. 
 
Year 11 and Year 14 students have now finished their accreditation after 
many weeks of studious work. We recently received results that show how 
successful our students have been again this year and moderators  
congratulated the school on how well our submission of work was  
presented. 
 
On June 28th we held our Prize Giving celebration in school, which is  
combined with the Leavers celebration. We said farewell to eleven students 
going on to various external provisions including day centres and colleges 
and to our Year 11’s who are transferring to the FEC. 
 
All our students received a certificate and gift voucher for their tremendous 
efforts and progress throughout the year. The Leavers were presented with 
a fantastic progress folder that illustrates their many achievements from 
their time at Trinity School. 
 
On the 7th July we held our annual ‘Prom’ disco. Students attending really 
made the effort to ‘dress up’ and looked really wonderful in their finery. 
 
A group of students from Upper School and the FEC took part in the  
production of a short film for the Borough’s ‘Inspire Festival’. This year’s 
theme was Ethnicity in Barking and Dagenham.  

 

NOTE TO  

PARENTS/CARERS:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please ensure that all  

 
belongings are clearly  

 
marked with your  

 
child’s name to ensure  

 
that they may be  

 
returned to your child  

 
 when lost. 

Upper School / FEC 
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This year our production incorporated students becoming living sculptures 
installed in the Upper School garden. The overall effect was very dramatic 

and extremely colourful. 

Upper school students designed the images they wanted to use to represent 
the differing ethnic cultures in Barking and Dagenham and each image was 
painstakingly coloured on stretch fabric over a period of weeks.  
 
The culmination of all this hard work will be when the film is shown at the 
Broadway Theatre for all to enjoy. 

 
Work Experience placements for Year 10 and Year 14 students were very 
successful again this year with students attending locations throughout the 
borough. Placements have included Wellgate Community Farm, Boots the 
Chemist, The Osborne Partnership, The YMCA in Romford and Heathlands 
Day Centre. 

Many students enjoyed a variety of offsite activities to celebrate their 

achievements.  
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These have included visits to Cosmo’s Restaurant in Romford to experience 
foods from around the world, The Osborne Partnership, The Lambourne End 
Centre for Outdoor Learning, Hainault Forest Country Park, Moby Golf and 
the Aquatic Centre at Southend on Sea. 
 
Several students in KS4 and the FEC participate in residential trips during the 
last weeks of term. The FEC go to Red Ridge Outdoor Pursuits Centre in 
Wales and KS4 students go to Trewern, the Barking and Dagenham Outdoor 
Pursuits Centre in Mid Wales. 
 
The Upper School garden has been completely transformed and regenerated 
due to the amazing effort and hard work of Roz Penfold and her class. Mari-
jus Kaniauskas and his team have also helped to decorate the garden for 
themed events. The area is now used by groups throughout each phase of the 
school as an interactive and stimulating outdoor sensory classroom. The 
themed events have proved to be very popular. 

This has been another splendid year; our students have worked diligently to 
achieve fantastic results whilst accessing an exciting and varied curriculum 
punctuated with many other enjoyable and educational activities. As we say 
goodbye to our Year 14 students and wish them well for the future, we  
welcome students into Upper School from KS3 and hope that they will have 
continued success and enjoyment within the phase. 
 
All Upper School and FEC students and staff would like to take this  
opportunity to say a fond farewell to our Head teacher Mr Peter McPartland 
OBE. We hope he enjoys his retirement and wish him well for the future. 
 
We would like to thank all the staff in Upper School and the FEC for their 
continued hard work, support and enthusiasm throughout the year and in 
turn all Upper School and FEC staff would like to wish the students and their 
families a happy, enjoyable summer. We look forward to welcoming our  
students back again in September. 
 

               Denny Brackenbury, Veronica Roberts  & Kim Case 

 
 

                        The Upper School   Management Team 
 

 

The Living and Learning Centre has enjoyed a very productive and busy  
summer term.  Students have had a successful year and we have been able to 
finish the year celebrating in a range of ways.   
 
We are very proud that Michael was awarded a Jack Petchey Award this 
term.  The prize money was used to purchase resources for Michael’s  
classroom.  Furthermore some of the prize money will be used to hold a  
summer BBQ for students at the end of term.   
 
We received funding which was raised by one of our staff members — Dawn, 
along with others who attend her local social club– The Dagenham  
Conservative Club.  

The Living & Learning Centre 

Jonathan and Ashley  
Enjoying time outside  

together 
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 This money has enabled us to purchase items for use outdoors such as a 
sandpit, basketball hoop, footballs and plant pots. We are also going to be 
using the money to purchase bicycles and helmets for our students to use.  
In addition to this we used some of the money to pay for items for an end of 
term party at Easter. We are extremely grateful to have received this  
money  and will ensure that it continues to be put to good use.  
 
We will continue to implement our community access programme from  
September.  Our students will benefit from activities in a range of  
community settings, including: swimming, trampolining, rambling and  
shopping. 
 
Over the course of the year LLC students have attended a wide range of  
activities within the main school building.  Students have enjoyed attending 
specialist sessions within music rooms and in the  Multi Sensory Room.   
Weekly sessions within the Discovery Room and Home Management Room 
have all been a huge success. 
 
Students across LLC1 and LLC2 have really benefited from the exciting  
activities that Caroline our Speech and Language Therapist has incorporated 
into weekly attention sessions.  The progress that our students have made in 
terms of sitting as part of a small group, taking turns and joining in, has 
been tremendous.  The LLC team are now able to incorporate short group 
sessions across the course of each day, which is very positive.  
  
Within the LLC we continue to deliver a carefully personalised curriculum 
for each individual student.  Opportunities to teach life skills and  
independent living skills are incorporated where possible.  LLC students  
have all enjoyed taking part in making lunch and cooking activities each 
week.  We are planning to incorporate shopping for ingredients into our 
weekly programme  for an increased number of students from September 
onwards. 
 
Plans are currently being made to ensure that our opening times during the 
summer break provide LLC students with the comfortable and predictable 
routine that they are used to.  We are hoping that some nice weather will 
allow us to unpack our paddling pools and water toys for students to use 
over the holiday period when the LLC re opens from the 31st July.    
  
Sadly one of our pupils is leaving us at the end of the summer.  Hamilton is 
transitioning to Newham College. Hamilton has been here with us at Trinity 
since he was four years old.  We will miss him and wish him the very best 
for the future.  Good luck Hamilton!  
 
The LLC team wish all our students’ families an enjoyable Summer Break. 
 

Stephanie Ryan -  Deputy Manager 
Living & Learning Centre  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alfie enjoying playing  
football 

Goodbye and Good Luck 
Hamilton 

Nathan choosing his items 
at the local supermarket 

Michael taking part in  
 Science lessons 

Ashley enjoying  basketball 
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