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PLEASE NOTE: 
 

THE LAST DAY OF  
 

SPRING TERM 
 

FOR PUPILS WILL BE  
 

THURSDAY  
 

2 APRIL 2015 
 
 
 

PUPILS RETURN TO  
 

SCHOOL AFTER THE  
 

EASTER BREAK  
 

ON  MONDAY   
 

20 APRIL 2015 
 
 

Trinity School  
Newsletter 

March 2015 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Once again I would like to say a great big thank you to all our families who 

have been so supportive of the school over the past term. I know that my 
staff strive each and every day to provide the best possible service to you 
all. 
 
Whist this newsletter seeks to give just a flavour of the many and varied 
activities which have been going on since January, I wish to draw your 
attention to the exciting changes and developments which are taking 
place in our Living and Learning Centre (LLC). Significant changes to the 
organisation and many new curriculum opportunities have taken place. 
We are all especially proud of the pupils in this department. 
 
As we arrive at the end of the term I can also report that as a  
consequence of the hard work of the School Governors, we appear to be 
in good financial shape as we prepare for the coming year. Over the  
coming months we shall see the upgrading of the Lower School cookery 
room, the building of a new multi-sensory theatre and the upgrading of 
the multi-sensory equipment in the school swimming pool. Many of these  
projects are major developments which require us to be prudent with all 
aspects of our running costs so that money can be saved to pay for these 
costly specialised resources for the pupils. In addition, the teachers have 

made an enormous effort with tracking the pupil’s progress and we all 
look forward to reporting on their achievement at the end of the summer 
term. 
 

On our return to school after Easter we shall be holding our annual  
Prize Giving Evening for pupils in our Middle and Upper School at the 
Boothroyd Hall at Castle Green on Tuesday 28 April. I do hope that you 
are able to attend and cheer the pupils as we celebrate their work.  
 
I am very pleased to announce that our sports coach Mr Luke Hammatt has 
been awarded the Sir Jack Petchey foundation Leaders Prize for Trinity 
School.  I offer Luke my congratulations and our thanks on behalf of all 
the staff and pupils. 
 
We shall be joined by two new teachers after the Easter break and I wish 
them a warm welcome as they begin their new careers at Trinity. 
 
Finally whilst we should all remember that for our Christian families this 
is the most important and special time of the year, I wish all our families,  
a peaceful and happy Easter break.  

 
Peter McPartland 
Headteacher 
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SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
 
 
Easter Holidays 2015 
 
Friday 3 April (Bank Holiday) 
– Friday 17 April 2015 
(Inclusive) 
 
 
May Bank Holiday 2015 
 
Monday 4 May 2015 
 
 
Summer Half-Term 2015 
 
Monday 25 May  
(Bank Holiday) –  
Friday 29 May 2015 
(Inclusive) 
 
 

THE FIRST DAY FOR  
PUPILS/STUDENTS TO 
RETURN TO SCHOOL  
AFTER THE SUMMER 

BREAK WILL BE  
MONDAY 7 SEPTEMBER 

2015 
 
 

Autumn Half-Term 2015 
 
Monday 26 October  - 
Friday 30 October 2015 
(Inclusive) 
 
Christmas Holidays 2015 
 
Monday 21 December 2015 - 
Friday 1 January 2016 
(Inclusive) 

 
This term has again seen Lower School pupils taking part in several  
activities offsite – all of LS GH visited the shops on Oxlow Lane and went 
to Jolly Jungle, LS LH visited Morrisons as part of their maths and social 
skills sessions and LS RJ travelled by train to Upminster as part of our 
transport topic. 
 
Members of Lower School classes have also been involved in onsite  
activities with the PE team – eighteen pupils will have taken part in 
Aquatics Festivals in our school pool over the term.  All of LS RJ  
represented Trinity at the Community Sports event in our dome and took 
part in a fencing taster day.  LS KL went to Eastbrook School for an  
athletics competition, and eight classes were involved in a taster day  
using a range of adapted trikes, bikes and scooters. Eight classes from 
Lower School are also spending the afternoon at Timbuk2 (an indoor play 
centre) – on a rotation basis over the spring and summer terms. 

 

From 2nd – 6th February, Lower School pupils were  
involved for the first time in a Spanish themed 
Modern Foreign Language (MFL) week. All pupils 
were exposed to the Spanish language in a variety 
of ways (during music lessons, literacy activities, 
sensory stories, Spanish cooking and counting in 
Spanish for example) and then took part in a  
Spanish assembly on the 
Friday. We sang our “Ola” 
song in Spanish, awarded 
our Stars of the Week using 
the class animal names in 
Spanish and then danced 

the “Macarena”. The final MFL event was our  
half-termly sensory experience day on Monday 9th 

February – where pupils “flew” to Spain to hear, 
see, smell, taste and touch typically Spanish  
artefacts. 
 

On Tuesday 10th February, we held another open 
session for prospective nursery pupils (September 2015) to visit us – this 
time for families from the Borough’s Portage team. They listened to a 
presentation about the provision we offer at Trinity and were given a tour 
of the phase, visiting classrooms typical of the three pedagogies used at 
Trinity. 
 
Music continues to be a favourite activity for many of our pupils and since 
our last newsletter they have particularly enjoyed a visit from the  
Borough’s staff band – where they were introduced to a wide range of  
different instruments and sounds. Each class now has a music kit box so 
that other subjects in the curriculum can be delivered via musical  
activities.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
On the 4th March, all the pupils in Lower School celebrated Chinese New 

Year by taking part in another sensory experience day in the training 
suite.  

 

 

NOTE TO  

PARENTS/CARERS:  

 
Please ensure that all  

 
belongings are clearly  

 
marked with your  

 
child’s name. 

Lower School 
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Again they “flew” to China to share many traditional artefacts, listen to 
Chinese music and they even tried to use chopsticks to taste prawn  
crackers!  
 

The theme days continue to be very successful with pupils displaying  
social and communication skills within larger groups of people. 
 
Lower School pupils almost saw the eclipse last week and are now looking 
to their spring sensory experience day on the 30th March. We hope that 
the Easter bunny is kind to them all and that they find eggs somewhere in 
school before we break up on Thursday 2nd April! 
 

Abby Town, Veronica Jackson &  
Candice Webb  - Lower School 

    
The Spring term has seen lots of exciting events and activities taking 
place within the Middle Phase. 
 
Our weekly Tuesday morning visits to Elhap have continued.  Many  
students from the Middle Phase have represented Trinity School in a range 
of sporting and swimming events and have also had the opportunity to 
participate in our very own Aquatic Festival.  
 
Many students from the phase enjoyed time exploring and riding a range 

of bikes  brought into school for the day.  Some Year 7/8 groups have 
been completing Outdoor Educational programmes and have had the  
opportunity to participate in weekly rock climbing sessions at the YMCA. 

  

 
We celebrated World Book Week with a 
week of activities. Year 5/6 focused on 
the book ‘Handa’s Surprise’ and Year 
7/8 focused on the book ‘The Jolly 
Postman’. We had a dress up day, 
where students were able to dress up as 
their favourite character from a book. 

 

 

 

All students have taken part in a Victorian Theme Day experience.  
Valence House historians joined us for the day and the students were able 
to explore artefact from Victorian times, which included dressing up,  

Victorian toys and Victorian arts and crafts.  
 
All of Middle Phase staff would like to wish you all an enjoyable Easter 
break. 

  

Jan Fisher-Sibbons—Assistant Headteacher – Middle School 

 

 

If your child is absent, 

you must let the 

school know on the 

first day of absence 

before 9.15 am giving 

the reason e.g. illness, 

appointments etc.   

All absences without a 

known reason will be 

followed up with a call 

by the school office. 

PUPIL ABSENCE 

Middle School 
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Upper School 

 
The Upper Phase has continued to be very busy this term. The Year 11 and 
Year 14 students are working hard to complete all their accreditation work 
in a variety of subjects. These include English, Maths, Science, PE, ICT, DT, 
FT, Catering, Home Management, Horticulture and PHSE. A small group of 

Year 11 pupils will be sitting GCSE Maths and PE next term. 
 
The students in Years 10 and 14 have continued to complete Work  
Experience placements at a variety of venues. This is a very successful part 

of the Upper School curriculum as the students experience the world of 
work. Placements have included Wellgate Farm, charity shops, YMCA, Boots  
and B&M stores. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The FEC Year 13 students have participated in a six week link course in the 

catering department at Barking College. They have produced some delicious 

breads, cakes and pastries. This has been a very beneficial  

experience for them. 
 
Some of our Upper Phase students have  
represented the school at sporting events i.e. 
panathlon, boccia, football and swimming 
galas. These events have been very  
successful. 
 
This term some students have also taken part 
in stained glass, street dance and beauty 
therapy workshops. 

 
We hope you have a good Easter break. 
 

Sandra Burns, Denny Brackenbury, & Kim Case 
The Upper Phase Management Team 
 

 
This term has seen lots of exciting changes in the Living and Learning  
Centre.  We have looked carefully at the timetables of our students and 
made arrangements to ensure that they are all accessing appropriate  

activities within the school community.  A high percentage of LLC  
students are accessing PE, Swimming, Music and Food Technology in the 
main part of the school successfully, which is excellent news.  One of our 
year 13 students has been attending lessons and activities in the FEC on a 
daily basis with the support of his keyworker. 
 
Keyworkers have been working hard to develop group sessions in relation to 

curriculum lessons.  Some wonderful art work is proudly on display in both 
LLC1 and LLC2.  We have been working very closely with our Speech and 
Language Therapist to begin to hold Attention Autism sessions which have 
proved to be popular with all our students.    
 
 

The Living & Learning Centre 
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 This term we have said goodbye to two of our long term agency staff.  We 

have appointed two new Keyworkers who will be joining the team after 
Easter. 
 
The school garden is a project that we are going to begin working on in 
the summer term. 
 
We are looking forward to having an Easter celebration on the last day of 
term which is going to involve a special lunch together for all students 
and staff.   
 
We wish our students, parents and carers a restful and enjoyable Easter 
break. 

 

Jo Chambers   
Manager  Living and Learning Centre 
 
 


